Chapter Two
THE PAN-ISLAMIC, KHILXFAT
AND   RELATED   MOVEMENTS
ABOUT 1912 political discontent in India spread to a
large number of influential Muslims ; and they ex-
pressed that discontent as a Muslim group. Modern Muslim
political consciousness is accordingly said to have begun in
India at that time ; but such a statement needs considerable
qualification, since Muslim peasants had been rebelling
against the British and others, particularly under the
41 Wdhhabl " ideology, for nearly a century. What hap-
pened in the period beginning just before the First World
War, was that the new middle classes among the Muslims,
on whom the government had previously depended, and who
were educated and vocal, and could hardly be ignored or
crushed, outgrew their dependent position within the im-
perial system, and began also to express their dissatisfaction.
As the Hindu middle classes had done when they reached a
similar stage some decades before, they took to a religious
ideology. We have already observed the liberal* Islam that
they elaborated for themselves religiously. Politically, they
adopted a pan-Islamic form under which to couch their
complaint.
The ruthless immorality, and the acquisitive, destructive
aggression, of European -imperialism presented itself to the
minds of most educated Indian Muslims more clearly and
forcibly in British and other Western policy in the Near East
than in British policy in India. At the end of the nine-
teenth century, *abd-al-Hamid, the reactionary Sultan of
Turkey, had launched his pan-Islamic programme. He did so
in an effort to save his tottering regime from external attack,
and from the growing nationalist democratic movement -at